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Family & Parenting

working with providers in your borough?

The London childcare providers consultative committee
meets four times a year to ensure activities of the London
childcare providers network project reflect the needs of
providers. National Day Nurseries Association, 4Children,
National Childminding Association and Pre-school Learning
Alliance are already part of this group, but we are keen to get
more input from the maintained sector.

If you are able to join us, please contact Deborah
Brodie dbrodie@daycaretrust.org.uk 020 7840 3387.

Understanding and reaching out to your
community - parent champions

Having heard how many providers in the childcare sector
struggle to reach certain groups of parents, and particularly
those from disadvantaged communities, on 12 May we
organised a workshop on information outreach. This included
a presentation by a parent champion on her experiences
working in Camden. The Parent Champion model was
developed by Daycare Trust and the Department for Children
Schools and Families (DCSF), with pilot projects being
delivered in three London boroughs - read the project
highlights. The success of these pilot projects, using parents
to make links at a community level to talk about childcare, has
led to a DCSF toolkit, shortly to be published.

We had enormous interest in the workshop, with places filled
within 24 hours! We will repeat it at least once within the next
few months. Feedback with very positive with one participant
saying it was the best training she had ever been on, and
another wanting the rest of her team to attend.

Master class in home learning

On 22 April 2009 we held our first master class in home
learning, facilitated by Honor Rhodes, Director of
Development at the Family and Parenting Institute.

Over 45 participants attended, ranging from childminders, and
those working with childminding networks, though to
government policy officers. Feedback was very positive.
There will be two master classes a year, as part of this four-
year London childcare providers network project.
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